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Parish President

A Message from Billy Nungesser
Parish President Nungesser brought national NPR Radio Host Michael Berry to an offshore oil rig
where they spoke live to a national audience to fight the moratorium on offshore drilling during the BP oil spill.

Parish President Nungesser meets with President Obama, Governor
Jindal and other Coastal Parish Presidents to request federal support
of the berm project during the oil spill.

President Obama tells Coast Guard officials to put jack up boats to work to help fight the BP oil spill,
a project initially proposed by Plaquemines Parish Officials

Dear Plaquemines Parish,
In the span of eight years, we have faced five hurricanes and a devastating oil spill. Hurricane
Katrina, followed by Hurricanes Rita, Gustav, Ike and Isaac, brought wide-spread flooding and
destruction to our parish, which was then compounded by the 2010 Deepwater Horizon Spill of
National Significance. As oil spilled uncontrollably into the Gulf for 87 days, Plaquemines Parish
braced for the worst. Ultimately, more than 1,080 miles of parish shoreline was oiled as a result of
the spill, decimating the fragile ecosystems of our marshes and wetlands.
The international attention our parish has received these last few years is unprecedented. The eyes
of the region, the state, the nation, and indeed the world have been focused on the residents of
our parish during these times of adversity. I am proud to say that the resiliency and tenacity of the
people of Plaquemines Parish have been the driving force of parish and state leaders as we have
overcome each obstacle on the road to recovery. Though that road is long and not always smooth, I
am confident that our community will continue to move forward together and forge a new path as
we enter this next chapter in the history of Plaquemines Parish.

Parish President Nungesser speaks to reporters, requesting that BP
pay for the berms to help minimize the affect of the oil to coastal
Louisiana.
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Another storm is now brewing on the horizon. But this storm is not coming from the Gulf—it
is coming from Washington. In July 2012, Congress passed The Biggert-Waters Flood Insurance
Reform Act of 2012 (BW-12). The BW-12 calls on the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and other agencies to make a number of changes to the way the National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP) is run. Chief among those changes is repealing the “Grandfather Clause,” which
in the past has allowed homeowners to retain their preferred flood insurance rate even when new
elevation standards take effect. The BW-12 legislation requires the NFIP to raise rates to reflect what
FEMA has determined to be “true flood” risk, regardless if the home was in compliance at the time of
construction. These changes will mean premium rate increases for most policyholders. In its current
format, the BW-12 has the potential to economically cripple, not only Plaquemines Parish, but all of
coastal Louisiana. I fear that this is a storm from which we will never recover.
Failure is not an option. WE WILL defeat the Biggert-Waters Act and change this law in order to
keep coastal Louisiana an affordable place in which to live. As we have in the past, working as a
team WE WILL WIN THIS BATTLE. Together we will continue to make Plaquemines Parish and
Louisiana a better place to live for our families now and for generations to come.
God bless you, God bless Plaquemines Parish, God bless Louisiana, and God bless America.
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Parish President
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Regional Leaders

Highly Value Plaquemines Parish
David Vitter, U.S. Senator
Plaquemines Parish’s unique and important
role in Louisiana cannot be overstated. Its
coastline provides part of our first barrier
to hurricanes and tropical storms, and
of course some of the best seafood comes
from Plaquemines Parish. The resilience
they showed from bouncing back from
hurricane damage and bearing a large brunt
of the BP oil spill is an inspiration to the
entire state.

Steve Scalise, U.S. Congressman

Straddling the serpentine spine of the Mississippi
River from New Orleans to the Gulf of Mexico,
Plaquemines Parish is the gateway to America’s
heartland and home to one of the most productive
and unique ecosystems in the world. As early as
1699, Spanish explorers recognized the strategic
importance of the region and established the first
fortification on the Lower Mississippi River. In
addition to this rich cultural heritage, Plaquemines
Parish boasts a diverse economy and is poised for
continued growth in the coming years.

A.G. Crowe, LA Senate

Plaquemines Parish represents all that is great
about Southeast Louisiana, and provides
a major economic boost for the region.
The flourishing maritime, energy, and
fishing industries have made Plaquemines
one of the economic cornerstones in our
region, and the coastal marshes, estuaries,
and bays make Plaquemines the center of
the sportsman’s paradise for hunters and
anglers nationwide.

Plaquemines Parish has continued to
show amazing progress after two major
catastrophic events, Hurricane Katrina and
the oil disaster. No other parish or county
in the history of our nation has ever gone
through two such events. It is because of
its people and its leadership that major
progress has been manifested.

David Heitmeier, LA Senate

John A. Alario, Jr, LA Senate

Plaquemines is an integral part of providing
energy to the region and the nation and is
also a major contributor to nation’s seafood
supply. I will continue to work towards these
important projects and policies designed to
bring additional business and industry to
Plaquemines Parish.
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Mary Landrieu, U.S. Senator

Plaquemines Parish plays an important
role in the regional economy, providing
vital connections between mainland
Louisiana, the Mississippi River and the
Gulf of Mexico. It is important for national
and regional energy markets, being one of
the most important gas processing hubs
along the Gulf Coast. Plaquemines Parish
contributes more severance revenues than
any other parish. It is also the leading citrus
industry in Louisiana and its hunting and
fishing industries are legendary.

Chris Leopold, LA House

Raymond Garofalo, LA House

Plaquemines Parish, due its abundance
of natural, non-renewable, and human
resources, is positioned to capture industrial
and economic market trends upon us.
Together, we must realize this opportunity
for the next generation of our people, area,
and region.

Few people around Louisiana likely realize
the vital importance of Plaquemines Parish
to our state. Not only does Plaquemines
represent a major contribution to our
seafood and oil and gas industries, but its
coastline serves as the first line of defense
for much of southeast Louisiana against
tropical storms.

Parish Council

2011-2013 Serving Members
District 1 - Percy Griffin

District 6 - Burghart Turner

District 2 - Keith Hinkley

District 7 - Jeff Edgecombe

District 3 - Kirk Lepine

District 8 - Byron Marinovich

District 4 - Dr. Stuart Guey

District 9 - Marla Cooper

It is a pleasure as well as an honor to represent the residents
of District 1. The levee project from Braithwaite to White
Ditch will start around May 2012. The Firehouses for the
Phoenix and Woodlawn Districts will be under construction
this year. We are taking every positive effort to bring the
East Bank Library and Clinic to full blossom this year. The
Pointe-A-La-Hache Courthouse project is underway and
a decision to start renovation and construction should be
made soon. I am working diligently to make the promises
and visions I shared with my constituents during my
campaign a true reality for District 1.

We are constantly exploring new options to relieve traffic in
Belle Chasse. The Belle Chasse area has seen much growth
over the past few years, and the comprehensive Master Plan
will help us make the adjustments not only for our current
population, but also for the future.

Projects in District 3 and throughout Plaquemines Parish
continue to move forward as the council works to improve
and promote the quality of life in the Parish. Sewerage,
drainage and road projects in District 3 are progressively
moving forward and being completed. The Plaquemines
Parish Council recently voted to secure $1.2 million
designated for sewage & drainage in District 3. Plans are
now in stage to form a Friends of the Park Committee to
assist in the planning and design of 200 acres of land directly
behind the homes on Good News Avenue. The development
will greatly enhance District 3 by providing a family oriented
park.

The importance of Plaquemines Parish to our region, the State
and the nation is well documented. Our Natural resources
are often stated as being the reason for that importance but I
know that the people of Plaquemines Parish and our ability
to persevere under the most formidable of odds is the main
reason we flourish. We constantly strive to make our Parish
a better, safer and more desirable location to live and work.
Nothing has been given to us on a silver platter. We have
always had to work for what we have achieved. The heart
and soul of Plaquemines Parish is our people and we should
take some time to remember that and be thankful to all for
a job well done.

With esteem pride and dedication to the office of District 6 of
Plaquemines Parish, I greet you in the name of Jesus Christ.
It has been my pleasure to serve as two-term Councilman of
this great parish. I pride my many accomplishments of the
district to my fair and honest approach on issues that matters
to the constituency of this Parish. Legislatively, it has been
very challenging but my integrity has never wavered.
Because of the support that has been displayed to my office
enables me to face the battles and challenges of tomorrow.

I’m honored to be the councilmember for District 7. It has
been great serving the people of this District. I think we are
making good progress. We are in process of extending our
sewerage system in one area, replacing an old waterline in
another. Adding a playground in one and so on. I do have
everyone interest in Plaquemines Parish. I look forward to
continuing to working with all of you.

I am pleased and humbled to have served as your chairman
for the past two years. We are looking forward to the
completion of many new projects that our government
has initiated including the raising of Highway 23, the longawaited rebuilding of our courthouse, the new visitors
center, and coastal projects. I look forward to working with
all of you in the future to better our parish.

District 9 is seeing progress and moving forward on two
major projects. The Tidewater Road Phase II Project has
received bids and this project should begin soon. The Venice
Marina Road Project has been issued state permits and the
project is now waiting on directions from Administration
to begin the process of this project. In the past few months,
Baptiste Collette Waterway has been dredged to 16 feet.
A feasibility study has been submitted to the Assistant
Secretary of the Army for review and if approved, Baptiste
Collette will be dredged to 26 feet. This will benefit the Port
of Venice greatly and give oil industry vessels greater access
to our local port.

District 5 - Anthony Buras

As I begin my final year serving on the Council, I reflect
on the many projects in the works that will change the
scope and course of Plaquemines Parish. Interest in our
Port is at an all time high and our future is bright. Phase
I construction from Highway 23 to the approach of the
future Intracoastal Bridge on Walker Road is underway
and is scheduled to be completed in the Spring of 2014.
An additional project that is a priority during my final
year in office is the establishment of a park in District 5.
These types of improvements are what keep Plaquemines
moving forward.
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Around The Parish
Plaquemines Parish Government Complex
The Parish is proceeding with renovations and additions to the
new Plaquemines Parish Government Complex on F. Edward
Hebert Boulevard in Belle Chasse. The Parish purchased the
340-acre complex from the state in 2010 for a price of $4.3
million. The Parish Fire Department and Coroner have already
moved in to their new facilities. The Engineering, Permits,
Telecommunications, and Economic Development Departments
are scheduled to transfer operations to the facility in December
2013. The Parish Administration will be joining them in the
Summer of 2014. The site, which is already home to the Seafood
Festival, has a recreational complex planned for the future.

“The consolidation of local government functions
into a centralized location will save time and
money and add convenience for all residents and
those who do business with the parish.”
Billy Nungesser
Plaquemines Parish President

New Plaquemines Parish Government Complex

Events Bring Friends and Visitors to
Plaquemines

Parish welcome sign located on Highway 23

Plaquemines Parish has some of the most unique fairs and
festivals in Southeast Louisiana. Kicking off in early Spring
is the Buras Crawfish Boil-Off. The Boil-Off has grown in
a short time to be a premier event in the Parish, drawing
crowds to historic Fort Jackson in excess of 10,000 visitors,
for a day of food, fun and live entertainment. In mid May, the
annual Plaquemines Parish Seafood Festival is held in Belle
Chasse. Starting on Thursday evening and running through
Sunday night, the sound of live music can be heard for miles
around as festival-goers enjoy fresh Plaquemines Parish
seafood along with rides and games for the kids. Culminating
our festival year is the Orange Festival. Celebrating its 66th
anniversary, the Orange Festival showcases not only the
Parish’s world-renowned citrus crops but the bounty of all
Plaquemines Parish has to offer. Held in early December at
Fort Jackson, the two-day festival has rides, games, great
food booths and, of course, lots of homegrown citrus.
Seafood Festival

Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base New Orleans - Calls Plaquemines Home
Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base New Orleans provides
superior operational and training platforms for active duty
and reserve components from all branches of the armed
services while sustaining the full spectrum of combat,
peacetime, and humanitarian operations. NAS JRB New
Orleans personnel develop and implement joint operating
procedures to create seamless functionality among host and
tenant commands as they provide superior service to the
Fleet, the Fighter, and Family.

Parish President Billy Nungesser and Captain Scott Gootee, Commanding
Officer, at the Change of Command at NAS JRB New Orleans.

“We should thank our military for keeping our country
and our community safe. When you hear those jets
overhead remember it’s the sound of freedom.”
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Billy Nungesser
Plaquemines Parish President

As home to 29 commands representing multiple government
agencies, NAS JRB New Orleans supports more than 7,000
military and civilian personnel who live, work or serve on
board the installation which encompasses more than 4,000
acres. The annual estimated salary impact of NAS JRB New
Orleans employees is more than $340 million. Daily, NAS
JRB New Orleans is a constant center of activity for air
operations, ground operations, and a variety of military
family support services.
In addition to a variety of training and transient operations,
NAS JRB New Orleans supports real time operations ranging
from a nationally tasked air combat intercept mission
provided by the 159th Fighter Wing of the Louisiana Air
National Guard, to search and rescue operations for the
northern Gulf of Mexico operating area provided by Coast
Guard Air Station New Orleans.

Parish President Billy Nungesser, Governor Bobby Jindal and LSU
head football coach Les Miles meet media and fans at Fort Jackson to
bring awareness to the BP Oil Spill.
The support from the New Orleans Saints organization was such a great
morale boost to the people of coastal Louisiana and is still talked about today.

Louisiana Sports Celebrities Step Up To Help
Saints players and coaches joined Plaquemines Parish
President Billy Nungesser and Governor Bobby Jindal in a
rally at Fort Jackson to help support the Plaquemines Parish
communities directly affected by the 2010 BP oil spill. The
event was organized to inspire the people on the front lines of
the fight against the oil. Team members and franchise owner
Tom Benson raffled off a Super Bowl ring identical to those
officially received by the World Champion Saints. All money
raised from the rally went directly to communities affected by
the oil spill.

LSU head football coach Les Miles also joined Parish President
Billy Nungesser and Governor Bobby Jindal for a separate
day of fighting the effects of the BP oil spill. The LSU head
coach and government leaders toured areas where crews were
fighting the oil invading the marshes. Miles then returned to
Fort Jackson to meet local residents for a rally, which brought
light to the effects of the oil spill on Plaquemines Parish.
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Grants

Funded Improvement Projects
Grant Project - replacement of old engines on ferries to green engines parish wide

Plaquemines Parish Comprehensive Master Plan
Plaquemines Parish has completed a comprehensive Master Plan which was fully funded
with grant money. The Master Plan details the current status of, and the future needs
for, such things as drainage, sewer, roads, safety, bike paths, parks, infrastructure, etc.
throughout the parish. This Plan will increase opportunities for Plaquemines Parish to
apply for and receive funding from both the state and federal level.

Plaquemines Parish’s Grant Administrator is working on more than $350,000,000 in
grants for projects throughout the parish.
A single grant application may require as little as 40 hours or as many as 300 hours to research and complete, depending on
the type and technical information required. On average, each grant requires 100 man-hours to research and complete. With
a surge of grants available to fill a multitude of needs, Plaquemines Parish has a lot to gain at little or no cost to the parish.

A Master Plan is critical given that Plaquemines Parish has undergone a dramatic
transformation over the past several years. Hurricane Katrina not only forever
altered the natural geography of the parish but it also forever altered the face of
parish neighborhoods and communities, the local economy, and residents’ collective
expectations for the future. The long-term effects of recent storms as well as the BP
oil spill are still unfolding. Thus it is more critical than ever that Plaquemines Parish
begins to proactively plan for future growth and security. Dozens of complex factors
exist which will shape and influence the future of Plaquemines Parish and understanding
these long-term effects of today’s choices is quite difficult at times. In response, the
comprehensive master planning process helps residents, leaders, and policy-makers
understand and evaluate these many interacting forces. The Master Plan will aid in
anticipating, accommodating, and guiding future growth while also preserving and
enhancing the much loved character and heritage of Plaquemines Parish.
The Plaquemines Parish Comprehensive Master Plan captures local perspectives on
needs, goals, and workable implementation strategies in the parish and sets forth a framework
for sustainable growth and development. More specifically the Master Plan includes a careful
analysis of a variety of planning elements which will influence and form future development. These
planning elements include population and demographics, economic development, multi-modal
transportation systems, water and wastewater systems, coastal protection, drainage and storm water
management, public facilities and services, parish owned properties, land use, and government
structure. When well-planned, these elements create a vibrant community.
The plan was developed using a combination of existing studies, reports and plans, interviews
with Parish Council Members, department officials, local business representatives and community
leaders, as well as input from citizens. Armed with this information, the report addresses these
questions and addresses how the big decisions will interact with each other.
The completed Master Plan can be accessed at:

Grant project - helped pay for new pumps at Ollie Pumping Station

Benny Puckett at Ollie Pumping Station

“There are various kinds of grants, each with their own dollar amounts, specific set of requirements
and administrative details. Our role is to find those grants, communicate the parish’s need and
qualifications, apply, and follow the administrative process from start to finish. My office is
involved in every grant that comes to the parish. We’ve been blessed to be so successful in our
efforts. There is a tremendous amount of paperwork involved and it’s important to be thorough
and patient.”
Benny Puckett
Grant Administrator

www.plaqueminesmasterplan.com

Park & Rec. Area
1 Mile
Walking Track

Retention Ponds
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Belle Chasse flooding retention area.

Doubled Pumping Capacity - Ollie Station
Grant money has been used to purchase land for use as a retention
area for rain overflow to reduce flooding. Plans are underway
to incorporate walking trails, a recreation area and a park for the
enjoyment of residents. Improvements and additions to pump stations
for increased capacity in Belle Chasse and Walker Road will greatly
minimize the chance of flooding. Our drainage department has done
a phenomenal job over the last seven years. Thanks to great planning
on the part of the department and the pumping down of areas before
a weather event, we have had minimal flooding on the streets during
heavy rain and have reported little or no flooding to homes.
Grant Project - Phase 2 of raising Tidewater Road, Venice

Grant Project -Retrofitted energy efficient lighting at Cypress Park,
Belle Chasse
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Emergency Services
Full Time Protection

“With our paid firefighters, response times are greatly
reduced, improving safety for the residents of Plaquemines
Parish, and ultimately result in lower fire rating to many
areas of the Parish. As Fire Chief, it is great to have the
Parish President and Administration’s support.”
Chief Roy Robichaux
Plaquemines Parish Fire Chief

Full Time Paid Fire Department

Plaquemines Parish Fire Chief Roy Robichaux stands with one of the
newly purchased fire trucks.

Plaquemines Parish enjoys first-class combination Fire Departments
where the paid personnel complement a strong and dedicated corps of
volunteer firefighters. After a graduation ceremony in late February, the
Fire Department welcomed 11 new recruits into its family. Currently,
74 of the 86 funded positions within the Fire Department have been
filled. Augmenting our full-time staff is a crew of 350 volunteer fire
fighters.
Plaquemines is rebuilding its fire stations - destroyed by Hurricanes
Katrina and Isaac - better and smarter with elevated offices and living
quarters. In 2011, Plaquemines dedicated new stations in Boothville,
Buras, Port Sulphur, Lake Hermitage and Pointe-a-la-Hache. The
Belle Chasse Central Fire Station is currently under construction and
completion is scheduled for February, 2014. The Fire Department has
also begun construction of its thirteenth Fire Station, located in the
Myrtle Grove area. In addition to the new stations, the department
now enjoys new fire engines and updated equipment, thanks to FEMA
funding the replacement of engines and equipment lost to Katrina.
Lake Hermitage Fire Department (Fire District 6) has improved from a
Class 10 to a Class 4 for all residential and commercial properties. Belle
Chasse Fire Department (Fire District 2) has improved from a Class 6
to a Class 5 for all residential and commercial properties.

Billy Nungesser with Parish firemen during the delivery of new fire
fighting equipment and trucks.

August 2010 - Delivery of new fire equipment and trucks

Plaquemines Parish Office of Homeland Security – Ready for Any Emergency
Plaquemines Parish faces a variety of natural, technological, and
national security hazards. As the events of the past eight years
have illustrated, the need for all levels of government, the private
sector, and nongovernmental agencies to prepare for, protect
against, respond to, and recover from a wide spectrum of emergency
events is paramount to the survival of the parish. In January 2012,
Plaquemines Parish hired Certified Louisiana Emergency Manager
(LEM) Guy Laigast as Director of the Plaquemines Parish Office
of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness (OHSEP).
Working closely with Deputy Director Patrick Harvey, LEM, Laigast
has restructured the OHSEP, upgrading operating systems and
incorporating new technology into the way Plaquemines prepares
for and responds to an emergency.
In June 2013, the OHSEP published the All-Hazard Emergency
Operations Plan (AHEOP). Developed in concurrence with
the Parish Government, Sheriff ’s Office, School Board and
Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency
Preparedness, the plan details the overall responsibilities of the
Parish government in the event of an emergency or disaster. The
plan includes guidance for mitigation, preparedness, response, and
recovery for a full range of natural, technological, terrorist, and
other man-made emergencies and disasters.

Number Association (NENA). Our top-notch team attends
regular training evolutions throughout the year to maintain
their certification and stay abreast on the latest trends and
technological advances in their field.
OHSEP is proud to announce that Plaquemines Parish has
recently been awarded StormReady certification by the
National Weather Service (NWS). Through the StormReady
program, NWS gives communities the skills and education
needed to survive severe weather—before and during the
event. StormReady communities are better prepared to save
lives from the onslaught of severe weather. StormReady
communities have fewer fatalities and property damages if
they plan before dangerous weather arrives. No community
is storm proof, but StormReady can help communities
like Plaquemines be better prepared for its citizens and
businesses.

OHSEP has recently completed an overhaul of the 911 Emergency
System. In addition to consolidating all dispatch personnel at a
centralized location, OHSEP implemented a new Computer-Aided
Dispatch (CAD) system called Enhanced 911 (E-911). E-911 has
revolutionized the way public safety communication professionals
connect emergency callers with the appropriate public resource.
Dispatch personnel can even pinpoint the location of an incoming
cell phone call by using data from communication towers in the area.
All Plaquemines Parish dispatch personnel are now certified with
the Association of Public-Safety Communication Officials (APCO)
and have obtained membership with the National Emergency
New HAZMAT vehicles acquired through OHSEP grants

Architectural rendering of the Myrtle Grove Fire Station,
which is under construction.

Plaquemines Parish Fire Department Class of 2013
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Architectural rendering of the Belle Chasse #1 - Central Firehouse, which is under construction

Plaquemines Parish Emergancy Operations Center, EOC

Parish President Billy Nungesser receives the StormReady award
for the Parish’s emergency preparedness.
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Hurricanes

Weathering the Storms

Highway 23 at Deer Range - wildlife rescue attempt under way.

Billy Nungesser at news conference in Orleans Parish
before Hurricane Isaac made landfall.

Parish President Billy Nungesser and Governor Bobby Jindal discuss hurricane preparation

2011 Hurricane Lee

2008 Hurricane Gustav

MISSISSIPPI

MISSISSIPPI

LOUISIANA

MISSISSIPPI

LOUISIANA

TEXAS

LOUISIANA

TEXAS

GUSTAV
STORM PATH

TEXAS

LEE
STORM PATH

ISAAC
STORM PATH

Hurricane Gustav

Hurricane Isaac

Hurricane Gustav made landfall near Cocodrie as a Categor y
2 storm on September 1, 2008. Initially Gustav was expected
to hit Plaquemines Parish but moved to the west, giving
the Parish a glancing blow from the storm. The swift work
of Plaquemines employees spared the Parish from major
flooding.

Hurricane Isaac was the most recent hurricane to hit
Plaquemines Parish and caused wide spread flooding. The
storm hit the Parish on the 7th anniversary of Hurricane
Katrina as a Category 2 storm and sat over the Parish
for three days. It caused flooding on the Eastbank from
Braithwaite to Whiteditch, and on the Westbank from Myrtle
Grove to Diamond. Residents and parish employees worked
tirelessly to rescue people and animals from their homes.
Two Plaquemines Parish residents lost their lives during
Hurricane Isaac.

Tropical Storm Lee
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2012 Hurricane Isaac

Tropical Storm Lee was the 12th named storm of the 2011
storm season. Due to its large size and slow movement, Lee
dumped a lot of rain on Plaquemines Parish. The Parish did
not have adequate time to prepare but thanks to the quick work
of Parish drainage and pumping departments, major flooding
was avoided.

Ironton - Parish President Billy Nungesser conducts damage assessment.

Braithwaite levee breach of Hurricane Isaac.

North PPSO road block on Highway 23 at Ironton.

Local residents seek shelter at Parish President Billy Nungesser’s home. 13

Oil Spill

The Aftermath - Four Years Later
Pelican feather covered in oil from the BP Oil Spill

BP Oil Spill
April 20, 2010, will forever be seared into the
memories of Plaquemines Parish. With the
loss of 11 lives and the release of nearly five
million barrels of oil into the Gulf of Mexico,
the Deepwater Horizon explosion and spill
is one of the largest environmental disasters
in U.S. history. And more than three years
later, we are still suffering from its effects and
continue our response efforts.

Parish President Billy Nungesser explains the impact of the BP Oil
spill on the parish’s wildlife and people to the national news media.

Plaquemines Parish President Billy Nungesser and Governor
Bobby Jindal discuss oil spill damage effecting Plaquemines
Parish.

Oil accumulated on a total of 1,080 miles of
Plaquemines Parish shoreline. That is almost
one-third of all the shoreline impacted by oil
on the Gulf Coast. Adverse impacts to wildlife,
fisheries and habitats were widespread and
documented. Fisheries were repeatedly closed,
harming the culture and livelihoods dependent
upon them. The local economy – especially the
seafood and tourism industries – experienced
deep declines. BP and its drilling partners
were named responsible parties in the disaster
and will be required to pay Clean Water Act
fines based on the amount of oil spilled and
their liability still yet to be determined by a
federal civil trial.
The Parish received more than 33% of the
oil that ultimately washed ashore, resulting
in Plaquemines Parish being the hardest hit
community of the Gulf Coast. Heavy crude
and toxic chemicals bathed our shorelines,
suffocating vegetation and placing additional
stress on the already fragile marsh grass root
systems. When Hurricane Isaac slammed the
coast of Southern Louisiana in August 2012,
a 14-foot storm surge tore through the coastal
marsh of Plaquemines on its race inland, the
water scooping up everything in its path. All
that debris would eventually end up in South
Plaquemines.

“Unlike hurricanes where we knew we had an uphill
battle to rebuild our parish and coastline, we didn’t
know if we would ever recover as the oil came
ashore. Much is still unknown. But like all other
disasters, we will work as a team to fight through
this and see that coastal Louisiana recovers.”
Billy Nungesser
Plaquemines Parish President

Oiled pelicans that had been rescued from the marsh.

Never before had the Parish experienced such
an inundation of dead marsh grass following
a storm event. Southern parts of the parish
were covered with as much as 12 feet of dead,
marsh grass after the flood waters receded,
far more than remained following Hurricane
Katrina. In total, an estimated 700,000 cubic
yards of vegetative debris was removed from
Plaquemines Parish following Hurricane Isaac.

Right: Plaquemines Parish marsh grass after
Hurricane Isaac
Parish President Billy Nungesser addresses the media about Kevin
Costner’s oil extracting machine with Costner at his side.
14

Plaquemines Parish had more than 1,080 miles of shoreline oiled from the BP Oil Spill

President Nungesser was involved in the response since the very
beginning, and he stood in Venice with Plaquemines Parish ambulance
drivers and listened to the Coast Guard radio as rescuers pulled the men
from the water the night of the horrific explosion that ultimately claimed
the lives of 11 men.
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Coastal Plan

Saving Wetlands Habitats
Pass Chaland Barrier Island Project

Wetlands in Plaquemines Parish have undergone substantial
loss due to subsidence, sea-level rise, and salt water
intrusion. The wetlands are showing severe signs of stress and
deterioration and are being replaced with open water. These
open waters place additional stress on hurricane levees systems
that provide flood protection not only to the businesses and
residents of Plaquemines Parish, but also to the Greater New
Orleans Metropolitan area.

Plaquemines coastal plan’s objectives are:

Plaquemines Parish Coastal Restoration Phases
Phase 1 (1-5 Years)

The Plaquemines Parish Government has assembled a Coastal Restoration Team to focus
on the design and development of “Forested Ridges” immediately adjacent to all of the
levees currently protecting the Fastlands (all inhabited areas) in the parish.

Phase 2 (5-10 Years)

The enrichment, stabilization, and enhancement of the marshes that comprise a large
percentage of the parish is an ongoing effort and will continue to be a major component
of the parish’s coastal restoration program.

Phase 3 (10-15 Years)

Protection and enhancement of the barrier islands continues to be of extreme interest
as the “first line of defense” for the entire southeast Louisiana coast. The location of
projects are intended to protect and enhance the barrier islands.

• To prevent further erosion of habitat immediately
adjacent to levees

• Stabilize existing marsh through infilling with sediment
• Create sustainable forested ridge habitat immediately
adjacent to the existing levee system and reinforce
naturally occurring ridges

• Continue efforts to restore and enhance barrier islands
Coastal Zone Management Director PJ Hahn and Coastal Program
Manager Albertine Kimble

and create bay fringe barriers to assist in our “first line
of defense”

Plaquemines Parish has been working with the Office of
Coastal Protection and Restoration and the Governor’s Office
on Coastal Affairs to promote the concept of protecting,
restoring, and creating habitat that maximizes regional storm
protection benefits. As a result, Plaquemines Parish was
awarded $4.5 million to complete the engineering and design
phase of its first project, the B-2 Boothville to Venice vegetated
ridge project, and complete the Southeast Louisiana Strategic
Restoration Implementation Plan. The plan uses Mississippi
River sediments to restore forested marsh ridges and marsh in
Plaquemines, St. Bernard, Jefferson, and Lafourche parishes.
A main focus of these strategic restoration components is to
reduce storm surge levels on existing flood protection features
such as levees, walls, etc. The plan will also investigate
available dredging technologies to reduce project costs,
thereby allowing for potential expansion of current project
scopes and adding new projects.

“Six years ago when I started, we had less than $3
million in coastal restoration projects. Today we
have more than $1 billion.
Plaquemines has enjoyed the largest number of
coastal projects in the history of this parish, and we
have no plans to slow down.”
P.J. Hahn
Director of Plaquemines Coastal Restoration

Plaquemines Parish received $210 million in early coastal restoration grants.

Workers move the pumped sediment to reinforce the new berm
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Parish President Nungesser and state and local leaders inspect berms built
after BP oil spill.
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Levee Improvements
Protecting Communities

Mississippi River levee improvements

“Our team is moving our levee improvements forward on every front. Working with our partners at the Army
Corps of Engineers, Plaquemines levees are going to be better than we have ever seen. The residents of
Plaquemines should rest assured that this $3 Billion in federal work is funded and under construction.”
Billy Nungesser
Plaquemines Parish President
Braithwaite

“In addition to the $2 billion in federal levee work, we
are beginning construction on more than $32 million in
parish levees. The extent of all the levee improvements is
a great and historic milestone for Plaquemines Parish.”

LA
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Oakville

Westbank levee improvements - West Pointe a la Hache back levee.

Eastbank levee improvements - Braithwaite to Scarsdale back levee.

Blair Rittiner
Plaquemines Land Manager

White Ditch

Plaquemines Parish Hurricane Levee Improvements

LA

39

According to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the greatest
threat to southern Plaquemines Parish, due to its precarious
location on the Mississippi River delta, is hurricane surge
inundation. Public safety is the Parish’s top priority.
Plaquemines Parish is jointly managing $3 billion in federal
levee protection improvements and an additional $32. 2 million
in parish levee improvement projects. Federally funded levee
improvements, as part of the New Orleans to Venice (NOV)
Project, will stretch from Oakville to Venice on the West Bank
and from Phoenix to Bohemia on the East Bank. Construction
began in 2012 and is scheduled for completion in 2017. As part
of the NOV Project, the Corps has a total of six construction
projects underway with additional projects under design for
construction award in the near future.

Plaquemines began construction in 2012 on the parishfunded East Bank Parish Levee that will run from Braithwaite
to White Ditch. The Parish work force has elevated the West
Pointe-a-la-Hache levee to six feet and added an additional
four feet in height to the East Bank back levees, bringing the
height from eight feet to 12.5 feet. The Parish work force has
also repaired the Hurricane Isaac-related Mississippi River
Levee crown. Additionally, the Parish has plans in place to
remove damaged sheet piling walls for the Empire Levee and
construct a two-foot
lift on the existing
levee.

The West Bank and Vicinity (WBV) Project now defends against
a storm surge that has a one percent chance of occurring in a
given year (100-year storm surge). The Belle Chasse sub-basin
of the WBV Project provides risk reduction for portions of
Plaquemines, Orleans and Jefferson Parishes, including the
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway West Closure Complex, the world’s
largest pump station.
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Phoenix

Pointe a la Hache
West
Pointe a la
Hache

Bohemia

Map Key
LA

Louisiana Highway 23 (LA23)

LA

Louisiana Highway 39 (LA39)
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City

Ferry Crossing
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Architectural
rendering of new
improvements of the
Port Sulphur pump
station

Projects

Improvement

NOV Federal Improvements

Includes levees and floodwalls on the East Bank back levees from
Phoenix to Bohemia and on the West Bank back levees and river levees
from St. Jude to Venice. Once completed, the NOV project will reduce
risk against a 50-year storm surge.

NOV Non-Federal Improvements

Will incorporate 34 miles of existing non-federal back levee from
Oakville to St. Jude into the existing NOV project. Once completed, the
NOV will reduce risk against a 50-year storm surge.

WBV Federal Improvements

Includes levees and floodwalls within the Belle Chasse sub-basin and
improvements to 15 miles of river levees. Once completed, the WBV
project will reduce risk against a 100-year storm surge.

Venice

❶ Parish Raising East Bank Back Levees
to Federal Standard s

❷

Federalization of Non-Federal Levee
from Oakville to St. Jude

❸

New Orleans to Venice Federalizing Back Levees and
Raising River Levees
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Infrastructure Improvement
Strong Foundations For Growth

Raising Highway 23 - Flood Protection at Phillips 66

Baptiste Collette Bayou
The oil-producing economy of southern Louisiana is dependent
on a functional navigation system connecting service and supply
centers to oil fields, drilling rigs, and production platforms
located in the Gulf of Mexico’s Central and Eastern Planning
Areas. Baptiste Collette Bayou provides the shortest route
from the eastern Gulf of Mexico to the Venice Port Complex
on the Mississippi River. A deeper Baptiste Collette Bayou will
allow passage of larger vessels: vessels that can more effectively
support exploration activities in the eastern Gulf of Mexico.

Matters of National Interest

• Exploration support via Baptiste Collette Bayou nets an
average national benefit of $4.7 million

• Exploration of the eastern Gulf of Mexico is an important
Upgraded Ollie pumping station

Improvement

Construction of frontal protection at Ollie pumping station

Amount

Improvement

Amount

Government Complex – Renovations
Administration Buildings

$4,415,000

RFP - Emergency River Levee Debris Removal –
Parish Wide

$7,340,635

Empire Shipyard No. 2

$1,975,538

Emergency Repairs – East Bank Back Levee (Isaac)

$6,670,641

Ft. Jackson Museum / Welcome Center

$1,624,870

Venice Marina Road

$3,495,748

Increase Pumping Capacity – Lift Station #7

$1,531,548

Fringe Marsh Repair Project

$4,864,161

Quiet Rooms – Diamond, Hayes, Grand De Liard
& Duvic Pump Stations

$1,125,000

Central Fire Station – Belle Chasse

$5,945,000

Consolidated Government Complex – Renovation
of 5 Cottages

$1,983,396

East Bank Levee Lift Phase I

West bank Non-Federal Back Levee Emergency
Repairs

$7,094,084

Belle Chasse No. 1 Pump Station Engine
Replacement

Tidewater Road Drainage Infrastructure Phase II $17,799,225

step towards energy independence

• Baptiste Collette Bayou provides the shortest route to the
eastern Gulf of Mexico

NEW Exploration in Eastern & Central Gulf of Mexico

• Central and Eastern Planning Areas of the Gulf of Mexico

are estimated to contain 34 billion barrels of oil and 166
trillion cubic feet of gas

• Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and
Enforcement (BOEMRE) estimates the recently opened
Area 181 could hold 370 million barrels of oil and 3.2
billion cubic feet of natural gas

Shown are the phased plans for the Bypass Road - LA 1261, which
connects to Belle Chasse Highway - LA23. The railroad relocation is
also shown.

$12,081,542
$2,780,903

Construction of the Bypass Road –
LA 1261

Parish Pumps & Drainage Improvements
All around the Parish, drainage has been something that Parish
Government has worked vigorously to improve. The East Bank
pumping stations saw major replacement and renovation work. In
addition to the major improvements on the East Bank, the Parish
replaced the pump stations in Braithwaite and Belair that were
destroyed by Katrina. The West Bank also has had considerable
improvements made to about a dozen stations with most having
their main drive engines or air compressors replaced. Among
other projects, at Belle Chasse Pump Station No. 1, the Parish
replaced the obsolete main drive engines and the vacuum pumps
in addition to constructing frontal projection. Frontal protection
was constructed at Belle Chasse No. 2. Ollie Pump Station had two
pumps added to increase its capacity to pull water from the area.
In the southern half of the Parish, the pump station at West
Pointe-a-la-Hache has had its main drive engines, pumps and
electrical systems repaired and an existing fuel tank refurbished.
In Diamond, air compressors, generators and electrical systems
were either repaired or refurbished. The pump station at the
20

(Extension of Peters Road South to LA23)

Empire Shipyard had major repairs including replacing its
drive engine for the hydraulic-actuated pump, as well as the
pump itself.

Phase I construction from Highway 23 to the approach of
the future Intracoastal Bridge on Walker Road is underway
and is scheduled to be completed in the Spring of 2014
depending on the weather.

Raising & Resurfacing
of Highway 23 – LA 23

Phase II engineering design on the Jefferson Parish side
of the Intracoastal Canal is completed and is under review
by the Department of Transportation and Development
(DOTD). Right-of-Way acquisition and permits are in
process. It is anticipated that construction will begin in
mid-2014 and will take approximately 1.5 years at a cost of
approximately $20 million.

After many storms topped the levees in Plaquemines Parish,
Highway 23 remained closed for several weeks, cutting off
access to the Venice Port Complex and crippling the ability
to use Venice to service the Gulf of Mexico. With the recent
raising of Highway 23, the lowest level of highway will be 2
feet above sea level. So even if a hurricane does top the levy,
we will have that road passable in days instead of weeks. This
critical project was a great partnership with the state and
the parish to fund this much-needed project, which will be
completed in time for the next hurricane season.
Map of proposed dredging of Baptiste Collette Bayou

Phase III final design of the connecting bridge over the
Intracoastal Canal is in process and is estimated to be
completed in the Fall of 2013. Construction is scheduled
to begin on the bridge in late 2014 or early 2015 and is
expected to be completed by the end of 2016 at a cost of
$65 million.
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Pointe a la Hache
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Diamond

Caledonia Park

Economic Development
Bohemia

Socola

Brenton
Sound

Happy
Jack

Bay Batiste

Lake
Washington

Port Sulphur

Tropical
Bend

Investment In the Future
Port Sulphur
Community
Center

Bastian Bay

Adams
Bay

California
Bay

Nairn

Quarantine
Bay
Ostrica
Locks

Empire
Sunrise
Buras

Triumph

IMT Coal Facility

Grand Bay

Boothville

Our Parish continues to attract both large corporations, as
well as, entrepreneurs. Between the oil and gas businesses,
our growing port infrastructure, the Naval Air Station
Reserve Base, commercial and recreational fishery and all the
businesses that support our continued prosperity we should
all be proud of these successes.
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FEMA reimbursement paid 100% of
all moneys used in the completion of
this project.

Growth of Plaquemines Parish Businesses

Baptiste
Collette

South

The rebuilding of Port Eads has now
been completed and it will be open
for use very soon. The facility has
been completely upgraded and many
improvements were incorporated
into the marina to make it a world
class facility.

Venice

So

Port Eads

Garden Island
Bay

Northeast
Pass

Our economic development growth plan is our coastal plan,
we must be able to assure residents and business that flood
protection gets better each year not worse in Plaquemines
Parish.

Southeast
Pass

Port Eads
Port Eads

Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base, Belle Chasse

Plaquemines Parish Local Businesses:

Port Eads today

Plaquemines Port Projects
Completion of the IMT Terminal Expansion
Opening of Omega Refining
Ram Terminals initial construction
Dreyfus Terminals initial operation at the AMAX
facility
Linkway LA, chemical processing, at the site due
south of Stolthaven

Plaquemines Port
The central part of Plaquemines Parish is quickly turning into a
major deep water access point for world trade. Coal is fast becoming
the cargo of choice as worldwide demand is increasing at phenomenal
rates. When the Panama Canal improvements come on line in 2014
Plaquemines Parish will be in the limelight for exporting bulk cargos
such as coal through the new improved canal to consumers globally.
Other expansion projects and new development are being considered
on both sides of the river to afford Plaquemines Parish its fair share
of the global market place.

Industrial Welding Supply

PHI

JOTUN

Navy Federal Credit Union

Seatrax

Tri-State Oil Co.

Panther Helicopters

EPIC Divers and Marine

AEP River Operations

Schlumberger Offshore Services

Daybrook Fisheries

Southern Seaplane

NOLA
Oil
Terminals
land
acquisition,
permitting, and initial construction on the site
above the AEP River operation in Myrtle Grove

Plaquemines Parish worker’s salaries, on average, exceed the national average by 27%.
Plaquemines Parish’s unemployment average is just 2.5%.
Business Is Booming In Plaquemines Parish
More people call Plaquemines Parish their place of employment
than actually live in Plaquemines Parish. More than 25,000 people
are employed throughout Plaquemines and with the companies that
do business within the Parish. People come to work here from every
parish in the state of Louisiana. It is an economic engine for the entire
state. The Parish is number five in tax revenue for the state, and has a
unique mixture of seafood, agriculture and offshore employment that
works well together.
Finally, our Parish exports
almost twice as much product
as we import. All of these
statistics are something to be
proud of.
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Ben Becnel’s, South Citrus and Vegetables Farm.

www.plaqueminesecodev.com
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Tourism

Bringing People To Visit
Marina stocked with recreational fishing boats

More people are coming to Plaquemines Parish to enjoy the
undisturbed beauty of the area.

Eco Tourism in Plaquemines Parish

TV Shows Filmed in Plaquemines Parish

With Plaquemines Parish is unique location and ecology, the Parish is
well suited to the newest trend in tourism, Eco Tourism. Plaquemines
Parish has it all from wilderness areas like the Woodlands Trail that
has great opportunities for hiking, birding, and off road biking to the
Delta National Wildlife Refuge federal preserve located at the mouth
of the river. The Parish also has air tours available through private
vendors for wetlands viewing and to develop a better understanding
of the Mississippi Rivers Delta and the need for coastal restoration.

As of 2011 Plaquemines Parish launched a new advertising campaign,
“You can fish anywhere but you catch fish in Plaquemines Parish.”
People come from all over the world to fish the rigs, and Venice is
within the top three fishing destinations year after year. Commercials
are running, nationally and regionally, featuring the Parish’s world class
fishing.
Plaquemines Parish is also featured on TV shows found on the following
networks:
• NBC Sports (formerly known as Versus)
• Discovery Channel

Plans are progressing to also develop the Jefferson Lake Canal
property into an Eco Tourism jumping off point for airboat tours
of the surrounding marsh where wildlife is abundant and close.
Other projects include biking
trails for cycling enthusiasts and
photography day trips to capture
on film the uniqueness of the Delta
with its wildlife and scenery.

• History Channel

• Outdoor Channel

Venice, Southpass in the Mississippi River - TV personalities like: John L. Morris,
Roland Martin and Bill Dance film their fishing shows in Plaquemines Parish.

www.plaqueminestourism.com

2011 recreational fishing TV and print advertisements that
have been running in national markets.
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Aerial view of Fort Jackson

Offshore fishing - TV personality Roland Martin and crew with Yellow Fin Tuna
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Gateway to the World

Plaquemines Parish Is Highly Valued
Chevron Oak Point Refinery – Belle Chasse

Industrial Importance and Job Creation
Plaquemines Parish is strategically located at the point
where the Mississippi Rivers enters the Gulf of Mexico. As
the gateway to the world, thousands of ocean going ships
enter and leave this point on their journeys to trading points
throughout the world. Couple with this the abundance of
oil and gas production that makes Plaquemines Parish one
of the strategic leading producers of petroleum products
in the Western Hemisphere. Both of these are true benefits
that are not only good for Louisiana, but the National
Economy as well. Our employment and quality of life are
tied to these good paying permanent jobs.

“Our future is tied to world commerce starting in Plaquemines Parish.”
Stan Mathes
Plaqumines Parish Director of Economic Development and Tourism
“Critical projects such as the deepening of the Baptiste Collette
Bayou will ensure that the oil industry in the Eastern Gulf
will stay in Louisiana and expand in the future years
because the project will create a shorter and more direct
route from the Eastern Gulf. This project coupled with the
completion of a federal levee system for the entirety of the
West Bank of Plaquemines, the Peters Bypass Road project
and the relocation of the railroad line from congested parts
of Gretna and downtown Belle Chasse to the Peters Road
corridor will all pave the way for this industrial growth in
Plaquemines.”
Billy Nungesser
Plaquemines Parish President

In addition to our Parish’s strong industrial base,
Plaquemines enjoys a positive partnership between
government and businesses, along with a strong military
presence.
Oil Exploration in the Gulf of Mexico – Plaquemines Parish leads the country
with the service business that support offshore oil and gas production

Plaquemines Parish Gateway to
the World
Plaquemines Parish has the distinct advantage of
having either the last 70 miles of the Mississippi
River or the first 70 miles depending on your
point of view. Either way the Mississippi River
adds tremendous value to our parish. As access
to the largest port complex on earth servicing
in excess of 5000 ocean going ships annually
Plaquemines Parish is positioned for continued
growth with the coming opening of the updated
and enlarged Panama Canal. All of Louisiana
and 28 other states have a vested interest in the
shipping and commerce that transpires on the
river in Plaquemines Parish.
Plaquemines Parish exports over $7 billion
dollars of value added products globally
each year. Couple that with over $3 billion in
imports, the picture of commerce generated jobs
continues to grow in the parish and regionally.

IMT Coal Plant

Daybrook Fisheries Commercial Fishing Fleet –
catches and ships Menhaden Red Fishmeal all over the world

Commercial Fishing Industry
New Orleans Naval Air Station
Joint Reserve Base
Last but certainly not least is the Naval Air
Station and Joint Reserve Base located in Belle
Chasse. The base is home to over 7000 jobs and
is the fifth largest single employer in Louisiana.
The base also serves our commerce by protecting
the strategic assets in the oil and gas industry
that lie off of our coast.
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USS New York sails down the Mississippi River

The commercial fleet located within the borders of
Plaquemines Parish is second to none worldwide. By being
able to support numerous commercial fisheries on a year
round basis, it keeps this industry moving in a positive
direction. The landings of seafood year in and year out are
at the top of quantity and quality. Fresh caught Louisiana
seafood gets it start in Plaquemines Parish.

Plaquemines parish shrimper

27

